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facsimile message 


DATE: 

May 3 1, 2003 

TO: 

Examiner Chambers 

OF: 

USPTO 

FAX NO.: 

(703) 746-3789 

FROM: 

Thomas E. Thompkins, Jr. 


OurRef.: RAY-120J 


NO. OF PAGES (including this cover sheetV 1 1 
Examiner Chambers: 

Attached are ten (10) draft proposed independent claims 40, 52, 55 and 68-74, to serve as a 
focus for the telephone conference concerning Ser, No, 09/976,389. I appreciate the after 
Final status. However, draft proposed claims 55, 56, 71 and 72 include elements found 
only objectionable previously. Draft proposed claims 40, 52, 69 and 70 include an implicit 
element concerning the top plate as disclosed in the application, now made explicit, Draft 
proposed claims 73 and 74 are specific to a HMMWV vehicle (as was prior claim 38) but 
including the top plate. 

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to speaking with you Tuesday, June 3 r(1 
at 11:00 A.M. , o 

Sincerely, 
Tom Thompkins 


If you have any problem receiving this transmission, please call us at (781) 890-5678. 


The information contained in this transmission is legally privileged and confidential. It is intended solely for the 
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, please be notified that 
any dissemination, distribution, copying or disclosure of the contents of this transmission is prohibited. If you have 
received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone (collect) and return the original of this 
transmission to us at the above address by U.S. mail. We will reimburse you for the postage. 
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1 40. A launcher platform comprising: 

2 a support structure structured and arranged to be elevated and tot fltefl an,4 

3 including a top plate ; and 

4 a plurality of rails mounted on the support structure for supporting missiles 

5 thereon, including selected rails elevated above the other rails to accommodate additional 

6 missiles and different type missiles while maintaining a low center of gravity, each selected 

7 rail offset rearwardly from the other rails. 
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1 52. A launcher platform comprising: 

2 a support structure structured and arranged to be elevated and rotated and 

3 i ncluding a top plate; and 

4 a plurality of rails on each side of the support structure, at least one rail on 

5 each side elevated above the other rails and &ffset rearwardly from t he other rails to 

6 accommodate additional missiles and different type missiles. 
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55. A launcher platform comprising: 

a monolithic platform support structure; and 

a plurality of rails mounted on the monolithic platform support structure for 
supporting missiles thereon, the monolithic platform support structure including a set of 
mountin g pads for each rai l, selected rails elevated above the other rails to accommodate 
additional missiles and different type missiles while maintaining a low center of gravity. 
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68. A launcher platform comprising: 

a monolithic platform support structure; and 

a plurality of rails mounted on the support structure for supporting missiles 
thereon, the monolithic platform support structure including a set of mounting pad s for each 
rail with selected rails elevated above and offset rearwardly from the other rails to 
accommodate additional missiles and different type missiles while maintaining a low center 
of gravity. 
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— 59. A launcher platform comprising: 

a platform support structure structured and arranged to be ele vated and 
rotated and including a top plate; and 

a plurality of rails disposed on the support structure to support missiles 
thereon having at least one rail elevated above the other rails. 
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70. A launcher platform comprising: 

a support structure structured and arranged to be elevated and rotated and 
including a top plate; and 

a plurality of rails disposed on the support structure to support missiles 
thereon having at least one rail offset rearwardly from the other rails. 
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71. A launcher platform comprising: 

a monolithic platform support structure; and 
a plurality of rails disposed on the support structure to support missiles 
thereon having at least one rail elevated above the oth er rails, the monolithic platform 
support structure including a set of mounting pads for each rail. 


Received from < 17818901 150 > at 5/31103 4:14:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


MAY-31-2003 SAT 04:15 PH^DIORIO & TESKA 


FAX NO. 8901150 


P. 09 


72. A launcher platform comprising: 

a monolithic platform support structure; and 

a plurality of rails disposed on the support structure to support missiles 
thereon having at least one rail offset reanvardly from the other rails, the monolithic 
platform support structure including a set o f mounting pads for each ra il. 
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1 *73 . A launcher platform comprising: 

2 a support structure structured and arranged to be elevated and rotated and 

3 including a top plate, the support structure mounted on an HMMWV vehicle; and 

4 a plurality of rails mounted on the support structure for supporting missiles 

5 thereon, selec ted rails elevated above the other rails to accommodate additional missiles 

6 and different type missiles while maintaining a low center of gravity. 
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1 74. A launcher platform comprising: 

2 a support structure structured and arranged to be elevated and rotated and 

3 including a top plate, the support structure mounted on an HMMWV vehicle; and 

4 a plurality of rails mounted on the support structure for supporting missiles 

5 thereon, selected rails offset^ from the other rails to accommodate additional missiles and 

6 different type missiles while maintaining a low center of gravity. 
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